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had just died, and towards which he unceasingly
looked.

The name of Louvois was never afterwards pro-
nounced ; not a word was said upon this death so sur-
prising, and so sudden, until the arrival of an officer,
sent by the King of England from Saint-Germains,
who came to the King upon this terrace, and paid
him a compliment of condolence upon the loss he had
received.

" Monsieur/7 replied the King, in a tone and with
a manner more than easy, " give my compliments and
my thanks to the King and Queen of England, and say
to them in my name, that my affairs and theirs will
go on none the worse for what has happened."

The officer made a bow and retired, astonishment
painted upon his face, and expressed in all his bear-
ing. I anxiously observed all this, and also remarked
that all the principal people around the King looked
at each other, but said no word. The fact was, as I
afterwards learned, that Louvois, when he died, was
so deeply in disgrace, that the very next day he was to
have been arrested and sent to the Bastille! The King
told Chamillart so, and Chamillart related it to me.
This explains, I fancy, the joy of the King at the death
of his minister; for it saved him from executing the
plan he had resolved on.

The suddenness of the disease and death of Louvois
caused much talk, especially when, on the opening of
the body, it was discovered that he had been poisoned.*

* This assertion of Saint-Simon has been disputed on the authority of a
medical writer, who attributes the death of Louvois to natural causes.
The circumstances narrated in the text are, however, suspicious.